
IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete list of the claims now pending; this listing 
replaces all earlier versions and listings of the claims. 




i~r (Cur r ently Ame n ded) A n4mageL4H£ces sing apparatu s co mprising^ 
a communicator for performing two-way communications with an 
image output unit that includes an update unit for updating conditioiUjiformation 
indicating a condition of the image output unit and a memory for storing the condition 
information, wherein the condition information , used for calibration, is obtained by 

/ 

forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; 

an input unit for inputting^an image output instruction; 
an acquisition unit for/acquiring the condition information stored in 
the image output unit by utilizing the a two-way communications communication , in 



../ 



response to the image output instruction; and 

an image processor for performing image processing of image data 
in accordance with the condition^nformation acquired by said acquisition unit, 

whereWsaid image processor decreases a bit length for each pixel of 



the p rocessed image data processed using the condition information and then outputs the 



bit-length -decreased image data to the image output unit via a communication line. 



2. (Previously Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the image output unit further includes: 

In engine unit; and 



a^edndition acquisitioiTuBit'^oi^utomatically acquiring the condition 



iri formation in accordanc e- w i th a-cha r m e in st a tus of t h e_ engine unit, wherein the acq uired 
condition information is stored in the memory. 




3. (Previously Amended) The apparatus,a€cording to claim 1, wherein 
the condition information is a measurement result ofxplurality of patches outputted by the 
image output unit. 

4. (Previously Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said image processor converts hnage data into multi-valued data corresponding to a type of 
a recording medium used irnhe image output unit, and performs image processing in 
accordance with the condition information. 



5., 



(Cancelled) 



6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, further 

comprising: 

a user interface for setting whether or not the image processing is to 
be donfe in accordance with the condition information. 



7. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus connected, 
vid a communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of image output units, 
e^ichJm^g output4mt4iasdit g adapted^ a function of updating condition 

ir formatio n, for calibration, ofthTim^ condition informatipir^eing 



3 




^obt ained by forming color patc hes and measuring colors on the color patches, said_ 
apparatus comprising: 

an input unit for inputting the condition information updated by the plurality 
of image output units; 

a memory for storing the inputte^Hxmdition information in association with 
each of the plurality of image output unito 

a transmitter for transmitting the stored condition information to the host 
computer in accordance with a Request for acquiring the condition information issued by 
the host computer; and 

a management unit for managing an image output job of the host computer, 
wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color patches and 
measuring colors on the color patches, 

ywherein the host computer performs image processing of image data in 
accordance yith the condition information transmitted by said transmitter, 

wherein the host computer decreases a bit length for each pixel of the 
process e d image data processed using the condition information and then outputs the bit- 
length-d ecreased image data to the image output unit via a communication line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image output units outputs an image based 
on tjAe image data processed by the host computer. 

8. (Previously Amended) The apparatus according to claim 7, further 
comprising a second management unit for managing an image output job for an image 



\ 



"^9: (Previously AmendeffT The ap paratus acco Tdmgltr tlaim 7, whereirT 

each of the plurality of image output units comprises: 
an engine unit; 

a condition acquisition unit for autorrfatically acquiring the condition 
information in accordance with a change in status ^pfthe engine unit; and 

a memory for storing/the acquired condition information. 

1 0. (Currentl^Amended) The apparatus according to claim 7, further 

comprising: 

a u&er interface for setting whether or not image processing is to be 
done in accordance with the condition information. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image processing method for performing 
image processing in a network system to which an image output apparatus, a server, and a 
network terminal are connected, said method comprising: 
in the image output apparatus: 

a condition measurement step, of updating condition information^ 
for calibration, by forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; and 
a notification step, of notifying the server of the updated condition 

information, 

in the server: 

a storage step, of storing the updated condition information notified 
from the image output apparatus in correspondence with a type of the image output 
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a management step, of managing an image output job, and 
in the network terminal: 

an input step, of inputting an image oii^ut.iristruction of a user; 

an acquisition step, of acquiring thejjpdated condition information 
stored in the server in response to the image output instruction; and 

an image processing step/of performing image processing using an 
image processing condition in accordanc^with the updated condition information, wherein 
said image processing step decreases a / bit length for each pixel of the image data processed 
using the condition information and then dec r easing bit length for e ach pixel of the 
pr oc e ss e d image data and out p utting the bit-d e cr e as e d outputs the bit-length- 
decreased image data to the / image output unit via a communication line. 

12. ^/(Cu^ently Amended) An image processing method performed in a 
server connected, via a communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of 
image output units, each image output unit having adapted to perform a function of 
updating condition informatio n, for calibration, indicating a condition of the image output 
unit, said method comprising: 

an input step, of inputting an image output instruction; 
an acquisition step, of acquiring the condition information stored in 
the ima^e output unit by utilizing two-way communications, in response to the image 
output /nstruction; and 

an image processing step, of performing image processing of image \ 
data in accordance with the condition information acquired in said acquisition step, 
vfhzjreip^^ step~dec^se^ pixel of th e ^p r ocpss€^ 




imag e data pro cess ed using the conditio ninfomation- a nd then outputs the . b&4GeyGased - 
bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via a communicationline. 




13. (Currently Amended) An image processing method performed in a 
server connected, via a communication netwoi^with a host computer and a plurality of 
image output units, each image output un^ having adapted to perform a function of 
updating condition informatio n, for calibration, of the image output unit, said method 
comprising: 

an input step, of inputting the condition information updated by the 
plurality of image outpuUinits; 

^ storage step, of storing the inputted condition information in 
association with each of the plurality of image output units; 

a transmission step, of transmitting the stored condition information 
to the host computer in accordance with a request for acquiring the condition information 
issued by the host computer; and 

a management step, of managing an image output job of the host 

computer, 

wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color 
patche's and measuring colors on the color patches, 

wherein the host computer performs image processing of image data 
in accordance with the condition information transmitted in said transmission step, 

wherein the host computer decreases a bit length for each pixel of / 
the rir oce^s e d image data processed using~tfie^on^ information and then oy^ufstiie 



tr opes 



7 



* TJi l- deu c dSiU bi l- l o ngth - dccrca3cd image data to the image output unit via a 
communication line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image output units outputs an image 
based on the image data processed by the host computer/ 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium that 

S 

f stores a program for implementing, by a computer, an image processing method, the 
program comprising: 

code for a communication step, of performing two-way 
[ communications with an image output unit having that includes an update unit for updating 
condition information indicating a condition of the image output unit and a memory for 
storing the condition information, wherein the condition informatio n, used for calibration. 
is obtained by forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; 

code for an input step, of inputting an image output instruction; 
code for an acquisition step, of acquiring the condition information 
stored in the image output unit by utilizing the two-way communications, in response to 
the image y output instruction; and 

code for an image processing step, of performing image processing 
of image data in accordance with the condition information acquired by the acquisition 
step, / 

/ wherein said image processing function decreases a bit length for 

each/pixel of the proc e ss e d image data processed using the condition information and then 



outputs the bit-decreas e d bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via 

/ 



a ^otflmunica^ 



f5r ^Curre ntly Amended) A computer-readable storap e^medi^^hat----- 

stores a program for an image processing method performed by aservepconnected, via a 
communication network, with a host computer and a plurality^ image output units, each 
image output unit having adapted to perform a function^of updating condition information, 
for calibration, of the image output unit, the prpgf&m comprising: 

code for an input step, of inputting the condition information 
updated by the plurality of image output units; 

code for/a^storage step, of storing the inputted condition information 
in association with each of^ne plurality of image output units; 

code for a transmission step, of transmitting the stored condition 
information to the host computer in accordance with a request for acquiring the condition 
information issue /by the host computer; and 

code for a management step, of managing an image output job of the 

host computer, 

wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color 
patches/and measuring colors on the color patches, 

wherein the host computer performs image processing of image data 
in accordance with the condition information transmitted by the transmission step, 
J wherein the host computer decreases a bit length for each pixel of 

the p r ocessed image data processed using the condition information and then outputs the 
bit-decreased bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via a 
[ communication line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image oujptk units outputs an image 




b^gg^onthe imagelEitaT3r^ 



